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To the donorable 9.A.@.Skeen, Judge of .the Circuit 
Court of Lee County, Virginia: 
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To the Honerable H.A.W.Skeen, Judge of she Circuit Court for 
Lee County, Virginia: 

The separate answer of Sarah Gollier, a non compos mentis, 
by L.T.Hvatt, her guardian ad litem, assigned To defend her in 
this suit, to a bill 2a of complaint exhibited against her and oth- 
ers in said court by John Collier and others. 

Respondent, reserving to herself the benefit of ali just ex- 


certions to the sald bill, for answer there’so, or so much thereof 


as she is advised it is material she should answer, by her said 


guardian ad litem, answers and says: 

That by reason of her want of mind, she is incapable o” un- 
dersterding or of taking care of her rights and interests. She 
therefore, bi her said guerdian ad litem, commends'hereelf and her 
rights and interests to the proéection of the court, and prays that 
no decree may be pronounced which will tend to Aheffe prejudice. 

And now having fully answered, the said respondent prays to 
be hence dismissed with her reasonable costs in this behalf expend- 


ed, and she will ever prays &c. 


Virginia, Lee county, to wit: 

I, A.B.Munsey, Clerk of the circuit: court for said county, do 
certifv that L.T.Hyatt, guardian ad_litem_ for Sarah Collier, whose 
answer is above written, this day personally appeared before me in 
my office, and made oath tha’ the statements contained in the said 
answer, so far as made from his own knowledge, are true, and so 


far as made from information derived from other sources, said 


state ments are believes to be true. 
nite, Given under mv hand this 2esth day of October, 1899. 
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John Coliier,et al, Complainants, 

VS i= In Chancery, 

ReJ.Wood, et al. Defendants, 

This cause came on this dav to be heard upon the HXTXXOLKEnR 
papers formerly read therein and the motion of counsel for the 
complainant for a recommittal of the commissioncrs report of 
M.G.Nly filed Herein; and was argued by counsel:- 

upon consideration of all which it is adjudged ordered and 
decreed that M.G.Ely,the sepcial commissioner horein before 
appointed make and and report furthur te the next term of the 


court the net assetts thet will be coming or has come into the 


hands of R.lL,.Pennington Executor of the will of Mastion collier, / 
=e 


and the amount to which each of the devisees under said Wii, wits 
be entitled to, out of the personal proverty. And said commissioner 


will also report ,any other matter deemed pertinet to himself or 
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specially required to do so by any perty in interest. Said 


; : 


. | ie? | 
commissioner will delay the taking of said account untill efter the 


; ne. 
ist of October,s@ as ta give said executor Pennington as much time \ 


=. JS 
as possible to get together the assets of said estate in cash. ) 


And this cause is continued, 
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The Deposition of Mary A.Skidmore, ond others taken before me 
M.G.Ely, Special Cormissioner in the Chancery cause of John 
Collier, et al vs. R.J.Wood and others, to be reasd as evidence 
in the behalf of the said Mery A.skidmore. At the law office of 


R.L.Pennington in the town of Jonesville on the 6th day of Feby. 


Present, RL.Pennington for himself and R.J.Wood and xt | 
1900. Skidmore.c.T.Dunean for Emily Roop,andJ.W.0Orr for Harriett 


Salle and L.T.Hvatt ardian ad litem for Sarah. Collier, 
Mary A. Skidmore, witness of lawrut are being duly sworn deposes and 


Says. 

Ques.i. State if you are the same person as that described in the 
will of Mastin Collier as Mary Roonv. 

Ans. at the date of the Will I was Mary Roop, I have since that 
time married Mr.Skidmore, my fist husband, Asa G.Roop having 
died. I am the same person as that described in the will as Mary 
Roop,and I am the daughter of Mastin Collier,and one of the 
devisees under his will. 


Ques. In the said will we notice there is charged to you an 


advancement of $310.00, state whether or not this is the same money 


for which your former husband executed 3 notes, and which were 

found in the possession of the said Collier at the date of his deatH 
and described as follows, one dated Jan.5,1894,$60., one dated Oct. 
23,1894,for $121.48, and one dated Feby.26,1895, for$90.36,and is not 
this the same amount,or intended to be the same that was charged to 
you by said Will. 

Ans. The said nptes are the same as that that was charged to me in 
the will,the money was gotten by my former husband and he executed 
the notes for the money.This was all the money that I have ever 
received from my father in his life time,and this money was 

not gotten directly for mv benefit but it was gotten from my father 
for my son John for the purposes of educating him for a physician, 


And furthur this witness saith not. 


R.L.Pennington another witness being duly sworn deposes and savs: 


Ques, AS Executor of the last will and Testament of Maston Collier 
Dec.Have you mede an estimate and calculation of the solvent 
notes and accounts belonging to said estate?If so ,nlease state 
PF ilinntst 
what they will amount to,and file Ter see apart of your deposi- 
—-tion marked ""A"B"CO"? 
Ans, I have made a calculation and estimate of all the debts that 
came into my hands as Executor,which I can reasonablg caculate 
upon as being solvent,which calculation and estimate ,princludes 
interest counted to Sent'2é6th'18998,the dete of the death of 
Maston Collier.The total sum &s shown by said statement ,which 
I hare file# marked as requested,is $8297.06 including the sale 
Dies 
Ques, Does this statement include or rather embrace what you undez— 
stood to be the advancements made by Mr. Collier in his life time 
to certain of his ciiiildren, and mentioned and set out by him in 
his will? 
A.-- As I understand the intention of the will I beleive that 
it does, though there are some differences between the firures made 
on the notes that was found in the pawession of Mr. Collier and 
the amounts set out in the will. When this will was prepared Mr. 
Collier sent for myself and Mr. Riwhmond to come to his house. 
When we went he told us the object for which he had asked us to 
come and asked me to prenare his will. In the preparation of the 
will he told me that he had made advancements to certain of his 
children. He did not, however, explain that he held any notes for 
the amounts which he was charging them by way of advancements, 
and he referred to no papers or notes to refresh nis memory and spoke 
only from his recollection. These differences and discrepanaes 
that seem to appear in my opinion arrise out of the fact that Mr. 
Collier only approximated the amount due bv each and did not intend 
to cherge them with the amounts set*’out in his will as well as 
as the amounts for which he held their notes for he said that 
it was his intention to divide his estate equally between his 


enildren and his grand—-son Wright Collier whom he said had been 


living with him for several years. As executor of the estate, I 


have talked with all of the devisees under the Will and they seem 
to all concedé that this is the prover construction of the wills! 
intention. 
Ques.-- I notice that by said will the testator charges his 
daughter Emily Roop with the sun of $800.00 as of the Ist day of 
January, 1895, please state what vou have ascertained to be the xm 
amount princinval and interest of the notes of Fmilv Roop's husband 
which were executed to Mr. Collier before the date of said will? 
A.—- I have ascertained the amount to be, down to September, 26th 
1899, the sum of $257.13. 
Ques.-- I notice also that said will charges his daughter Harriet 
B. Sally with sum of $750.00, as of December 8rd, 1887, what did 
you ascertain the same to amount to on the same date, Sent. 26th, 
1898. 
A.-— I ascertain said sitm to be $1281.62, and I also find that 
the said Harrict B. Sally has since the date of said will,execiited 
two notes to her father, which with interest calculated down to 
the same time ageregate the sum of $190.35, I also find that L.C. 
Roop sincaxthe datexarxnaraxrxixr husband of Emily Roop, has since 
the date of said will got from Mr. Collier the sum of$$#@R.$208.00. 
will charges Mary Roop, now Mary Skidmore , with $310.00 as of 
lst dav of January, 1895, the notes of her former husband, 
G.Roop on the date of Mr. Collier's death amounted, principal 
interest to the sum of $852.92, since the date of said will 

Mrs. Skidmore has received, principal and interest, $50.26. 

Mrs. Wood is charged by said will, with #1150.00 on the ist day of 

Septwmber, 1899, and the amount which she had received prior to 

the date of said will, with interest counted down to the date there- 

of amounts to the sum of $1451.48. he firm of R.J.Wood & son, 


Mrs. R.J. Wodd of said firm being the said Collier's daughter, has 


received from Mr. Collier monev at three different times, the prin- 


cival and interest of which arrrezated #502.54 on the day of Mr. Col 
liers death. I find no evidences of debt against John Collier en 


Wriecht Collier and there are no advancements to charge against them. 


‘@ | a. @ 


And further this denonent natin B 


/ 


M.C.Maneyhun, another witness of lawful age being first 
sworn deposes as follows: 
Q.1.-- State your age, occunation and residence, 
A.-- 59 years old, am a farmer and live near Jonesville an adjoin—- 
ine farm to Maston Collier, 
Q.2.-- State whéeher or not you are acquainted with the lands 
owned by Maston Collier at the date of his death and if so what do 
you consider the land reasonably worth per acre on the averare, 
A.-- Some of the land I have not actually seen, but I have a gen- 
eral idea of the character of the land, having been over a large por 
tion of the land, and passed road frequentiyv that runs throurh the 
farm. From what I know of the land I think that it would be worth 
at least on the average the sum of $10.00 per acre. Perhaps if 
I were to look over the land I might raise that figure; 
Q.3.-- How long have you been living where you now live, and 
how long have you beeh acquainted with this land. 
A.-- I have lived there for 25 years and have been acquainted 


with the land for thet time, 


And further this depoent saith not. 


a 


W.P.Wood another witness of lawful age being duly sworn deposes 
as follows: 

Q.I.-- State your age,residence,accunation and relationshhp to 
the devisee R.J.Wood? 

A.— 46 years old, residence Pridemore, farmer and merchant, 
husband of R.J.Wood,. 

Q.2.-~- Btate whether or not vou are acqueinted with the lands for- 


merly owned by Maston Collier deceased at the tin of his death? 


PL 


\@ 
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A.-- I am, have been acquainted with it ail of my life, 

Q.3.-- State what you would consider a fair value per acre of 
the entire farm, taking it on the average, I mean the fair market 
value? 

A.-- From wnat I know of the land I couldn't possibly put 
it under £10.00 per acre. 

Q.4.-- We notice in the will of Maston Collier, that he charges 
to your wife Rebecca J.Wood an advancement of tho sum of #1180.00 
on the lst day of September 1895. We find that there is a note 
for the sum of $1162.72 dated the 5th day of Aurust 1895 signed by 
your wife, Blease state whether you know the debt represented by t 
the said note was the same sun as that charged in the will or in- 


tended to be? 


A.-- It must have been. I know that sum is the cnly monev my wife 


ever got from her father prior to the date of his will. The amounts 
represented by note executed by members of the family to Mr. Coliler 
prior to the date of the will has been generally understood by the 
family to be the advancements charged im tne- wail. 

Q.5.-- State if you know, the age of Mrs. Kathrine Collier? 

A.-- I understand her age to 8@. 


And further this deponent saith net. 


Mrs. Emily Roop another witness of lawful age being duly sworn 
deposes as follows: 

Q.1.-- State your mothers age as nearly as you can. 

A.-- She is about SO vears old. 

Q.2.-- I notice in the will of your father Maston Collier that 
he charges you with an advancement of #200.00 as of January the Ist 
1895. The will is dated the 8rd day of Feruary 1896.- We find 
that prior to the date of the will there were four nctes executed 
by your husband L.C.Roop. We will ask you to state if the money 


oe 


represented by these notes executed by your husband is not all the 
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money whien your family and you had received from your father up 
to that date? 

Ay~-— The notes executed by my husband as aforesaid represents all 
the money that me or my family received from my father previous. 
to the date of his said wili, and the sum represented by those notes 
must have been the amount intended to have been charged to me in 4 


2. 


said will. 


And further this deponent saith WO be 


X 
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S.H.Bolin another witness of lawful age being duly sworn de- 
poses and says: 

Q.1.-- State your age, oceunation and place of residence? 

R.-- 50 years old, occunation farmer, near Ben Hur Va. and 
within about a mile and half from the Collier land. I have lived 
there since 1862. 

Q.2.-- Are you acquainted with the Maston Collier land and if: 80 
how long have you known it? 

A.-- I am acquainted with,nave been over it several times. I 
have known kt since 1862. 

iS ees e yourvone of the commissioner who laid eff and as- 
signed the widow's dower in said land. 

A.-- I was. 

Q.4.-- What would you consider the fair market value of said 
land per acre? 

Ag-- 1 think $10.00 per acre. 

Bx 


And further this denonent saith not. 
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Robert L. Wynn another witness of lawful age being duly sworn 

deposes as follows: 

RXALKXXRI RAKE 
I am 88 vears old. I was raised onka lands adjoining the lands of 
Maston Colliger and I now live on lands adjoining the same. I am 
wera wel }.acquainted with Mr. Collier's land, ‘and t think said Col- 
lier land is reasonably worth $10.00 per acre, I aha teas than 
that. 

And further this depoent saith not. 
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J.P.Sn@lburn another witness of lawful age being duly sworn depos- 
es as follows: 

I am 48 years of age. I was raised and now live in about one and 
one half miles of the lands of Maston Colliers deceased. I am very 
well acquainted with sald and, I was one of the Commissioners who 
assigned dower to Mr. Collier's widow and in making said assignment 
of dower we went carefully over the land and exarnined its quality. 

I think it reasonably wotth $10.00 oer acre. Last year I bought 

i4 acres of land of the same quelity, and I am confident that the 
land I purcnased is no better than the average of Mr. Collier's land 
and I paid #10.00 per acre for it. 


And further this deponent saith not. 
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To the Honorable H.A.W.Skeen,Judge of the Circuit Court of Lee County, 
Your undersigned Commissioner ,begs leave to report,that pursuant 
to the terms of a decree entered in the Chancery Cause of John 
Collier and others against R.J.Wood and others ,On tne 17th'day of 
November 1899,pending in your honor's Court, that he on the 65th! 
day of February 1900,at the Law office of R.L.Pennington,in the Town 
of Jonesville,proceeded to perform the duties required of him under 
said decree,after having given the parties in interest and their 
Attorneys due notice,and by posting a copy of said decree at the 
front door of the Court House of Lee County,with notice of the time 
and place of my sitting attached,all of which is filed herewith. 
And my sitting has been rerularly adjourned from day to day until 
finally completed,and I report as follows: 
ist* I have ascertained the advancements to the beneficiaries,prior 
to the date of the will of Maston Collier dec.with interest calculat— 
-ed thereon to the date of his death,Sept.26th'1899 to be as follows: 
To Mrs.R.J.Wood , $1451.48 
emir tet: Vy. sally, $1281.62 


vuultNary A.Skidmore, $ 852.92 


uuntimily Roop,-----~~--~-----~------~~.~~-__- : 257.13 
Total amount of advancements, 3343.15, 

(See devositions of R.L.Pennington and others and statement filed 
therewith ,marked"depositions" ) 
I have ascertained the personal ostate in the hands of R.L.Penning-— 
~ton,Executor etc.to be,not counting the advancements,-~-$4953.91 
Value of real estate,600 acres at #1lo.oo per acre, $6000.00 
Total value of real and personal estate ,ineluding 


advancements, #14297.00 


Deduct estimated costs of suit,administration,taxes, 


#528 .91 
Widow's one-third of personal estate B18: 99 
Value of dower as per table of annuities, $463.00 $2466.91 
Total balance of personal and real estate for 


distribution under said Testator's will, $11830.15 


iw) ®& 


There being Seven Devisees,each ones share is, $1690.02 
Mrs,R.J.Wood as advanced, $1451.48 
"t she and family owe since will, $ 502.54 $1954.02 
“" She must pay to the Executor ,—----------—- $264,00 
Mrs,Harriet V.Sally was advanced, - $1281.62 
"tt She owes since the wi # 190.385 
""There is due her and which may be paid by §€ 218.05 $1690,02 
| (Executor 
Mrs Mary A.Skidmore was $352.92 
"t She owes since date ® 5O.25 
There is yet due her,--------~--~-----------— $1286.85 
Mrs Emily Roop was advanced, $257.13 
"tt, C.,Roop's Acc't,she agrees to settle, £208.00 
There is yet due $ 1224.89 $1690.02 
John Collier has received nothing,due him,--$1690.02 
Wright Collier, " i ~-$1690,.02 
Sameh. Collier," wit " -—~#1690,02 
After the foregoing adjustment of the advancements and indebtedness 
of the Devisees,and the setting apart for the widow $1475.00 as her 
one-third of the personal estate,and estimating $528.91 for the pay- 
-ment of costs of administration,this suit etc,there will remain 
in the hands of the Executor,$2262.86,which your Commissioner thinks 
should be distributed as follows: 
To Mrs Harriet V.Sally,entire sum due her, $218.05 
"t Mary A.SKidmore, : $279.45 
wt Emily Roop, $117.49 
"John Collier, $5823.62 


wt Wright Collier #682 .62 
9 


"" Sarah Collier ,—------------- nn rrr me 
2262 .86 


This disposes of the personal. estate,and leaves Mrs Harriet V. 
Sally not entitled to any further distribution than the above $218.05 
and leaves Mrs.R.J.Wood entitled to no further distribution and 
indebted to the estate the above £264,00,and leaves Mrs.Mary A. 
' Skidmore,Emily Roop,John Collier,Wright Collier and Sarah Collier 


entitled to the entirs real estate,valued at, $5537.00 


After deducting the value of the widow's dower ,which Will give 


————————————— ee re err 
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to each an equal share in tne real estate,subject to the said dower 

,and each share valued at, $1107.40 
And when this is done all the Devisees will have been made equal 
in the distribution and partition of said Maston Collier's whole 
estate,and the widow Catharine Collier will have likewise received 
her legal portion of said estate. : 

I have taken several depositions in this cause,on which I have based 
my conclusions,and which are filed with this renort marked"deposition 
AS to the Third in quiry in the decree under which I am acting, 

I have not ascertained the indebtedness of the decedent,as the Exec, 
stated to vour Commissioner that the decedent owed no debts at the 
time of his death,but there was a claim presented before me bv 
Thomas J Ely ,which was resisted and objected to by the Emamiseron 
and your Commissioner beings of the opinion that the pleadings in this 
cause did not justify litigation of that kind,I did not pass on the 
claim at all,but left the party to his remtdy by independent suit. 
I wish to further state that I am doubtful as to the amount of 
$528.91 the estimated costs etc.being sufficient to cover all costs 
sult ,taxes,and costs of administration,but the Executor 
will have sufficient funds in his hands to cover the whole Raiicarioin 
costs when the exact costs cte. is ascertained and if mv estimate is 
not sufficient, the Executor can retain enough of what is going to 
each of the Devisees,equally to cover the balance. 
All of which is respectfully Submitted, 
[Oe Me 
Virginia,Lee County To wit: 
I,M.G.Bly,Commissioner,do certify that I have been engaged in 
taking,stating,and making up this account not less than Thirty 
five hours ,and therefore charge .{26.25 .Given under my hend this 


Feb. 9th'1900, Za, ©. GL, .. 


Sworn to before me by M.G.Ely .This Feb,9th'1900. 
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To the Sheriff of the County of Lee, Greeting: 
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to appear at the Clerk’s office of the Circuit Court of the County of Lee, at the rules to be held 
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